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Purpose of Presentation

Continue the overview of solid waste management 
in Washington State and City of Seattle
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Solid Waste 101 Refresher

Å1961 ïState divided into garbage territories and regulated by WUTC via G-
Certificates

Å1961 ïSW Utility created w/in Dept of Engineering

Å1963 ïSeattle divided into 2 collection areas

Å1969 ïComprehensive State SW Management legislation enacted

Å1980 ïComposting policy & goal adopted
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Å1981 ïRecycling goal adopted; 
Variable residential can rate structure begins

Å1985 ïSeattle SWAC created 

Å1988 ïSeattleôs curbside recycling collection begins

Å1989 ïWaste Not WA Act adopted
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Solid Waste 101 Refresher

Å1990 ïLong-haul of garbage to OR landfill begins

Å1997 ïSPU created

Å2000 ïSeattle takes full recycling market price risk

Å2001 ïCity adopts GHG emissions reduction goals

Å2005 ïDisposal bans begin to kick-in; Organics expanded

Å2006 ï1st State-wide Product Stewardship legislation adopted 

Å2008 ï50% Recycling Rate achieved

Å2010 ïPlastic single-use service ware ban goes into effect

Å2013 ïRecycling goal of 70% by 2022 adopted
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Solid Waste 102

ÅWho are we?

ÅHow do we fit into the City?

ÅHow are we structured?

ÅWhat do we do?

ÅHow do we decide what we do ï

now and into the future?
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Who are we?

Seattle Public Utilities

ÅPublicly-owned

Å3 Lines of Business + Support Branches

Å~1,400 total employees

Å~1.5M customers

Solid Waste Line of Business

ÅEnterprise Fund

Å2 Divisions ïPPM & Operations

Å~140 total employees
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How do we fit into the City?
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Seattle Public Utilities

Proposed Division

SWLOB
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How do we fit into the City?
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Seattle Public Utilities ðSupport Branches

SWLOB
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How are we structured?

ÅPlanning & Program Management Division
ÅPolicy Development & Legislation

ÅComprehensive Planning & LHWMP

ÅFacility Design & Development

ÅContracts Development, Management,          
& Oversight

ÅDiversion & Outreach/Education

ÅCompliance & Inspections

ÅClean City Programs
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How are we structured?

ÅOperations Division
ÅFacilities Management
ÅTransfer Stations

ÅHistorical Landfills

ÅHHW Drop-off Sites

ÅClean City Programs
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